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Moral Education Theory: The Educational Significance of
Methodology in Kant’s “The Critique of Practice Reason”

CHEN Dejun, LUO Wen, & SUN Baohui
(School of Education Science, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumqi, 830017, China)

Abstract: In the methodological content of the second critique, Kant proposed the task of moral
education and constructed his moral education method by starting from preparatory education,
bringing out the educational value of the legislator, cultivating moral judgment and moral respect.
Meanwhile, in his reflections on educational and teaching methods, he implied that beauty serves as
a symbol of morality. Both beauty and sublimity play a supportive role in guiding learners to
internalize objective moral laws as subjective action norms. The methodology of the “Critique of
Practical Reason” can, in fact, be understood as a theory of moral education, in which

“methodology” may be directly regarded as “educational and teaching methods”.

Keywords: Immanuel Kant; Critique of Practice Reason; methodology; moral education theory
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