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Examining the Challenges and Future Pathways for Preschool
Education Development for Children with Disabilities during
the Implementation of the “Preschool Education Law” in China

ZHENG Shasha GUAN Wenjun LIU Jingjing
(College of Educational Science , Xinjiang Normal University , Urumqi, 830017)

Abstract The inclusive development strategy has injected tremendous momentum into the transformative
development of both preschool education and special education during China’s “14th Five—Year Plan” period.
The promulgation and implementation of the “Preschool Education Law of the People’ s Republic of China”
holds significant importance for affirming the legal rights of children with disabilities to preschool education,
constructing sustainable educational support systems, upgrading institutional frameworks for public education
services, and deepening the substantive content of educational services. An examination of the current state of
special education development in China reveals several persistent challenges: considerable difficulties exist in
quickly identifying the total population of preschool-aged children with disabilities; problems of “kindergarten
access” for children with disabilities remain prevalent; and multiple institutional barriers continue to impede the
expansion of preschool services by special education schools. This paper recommends: establishing a multi—
departmental collaborative mechanism for early screening and dynamic monitoring of children with disabilities
that connects all stages of the process; strengthening support systems to encourage regular kindergartens to
actively assume responsibility for special preschool education, and breaking down institutional barriers to
enhance the leadership role and supportive capacity of special education schools in preschool education.

Key words Law on Preschool Education of the People’ s Republic of China preschool children with

disabilities  examination of challenges future paths
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