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The Growth and Mission of an Educational Action
Researcher
——An Interview with Professor Manabu Sato

CHEN Dejun
Institute of Curriculum and Instruction,East China Normal University,Shanghai,200062;School of

Language,Xinjiang Normal University,Xinjiang,830017,China

Abstract Manabu Sato is a world-renowned expert on curriculum theory, known as the “action
researcher” . Through an interview with Sato, we learned that Dewey and Vygotsky’s idea. The New
Education Movement of the 20th Century, Japanese traditional education and culture research in
collaboration with school teachers, directly involved in classroom teaching practice,these four
aspects have had an important influence on Sato’s educational thought. Learning community theory
is not a simple teaching method or teaching model, but the school reform philosophy. School reform
can not be achieved overnight, it is a complex and difficult system task. University professors do
not easily go to school to guide and shall have the attitude of learning from teachers and students,
and educational practitioners to carry out cooperative research, and actively build a good
relationship of cooperation.
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